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Dear Parents,  

 

Change of Headship: 

As you are all aware Mrs. Penn informed us last May that she was intending to retire this academic year.  We thank 

Mrs. Penn for all her hard work and unstinting commitment to Widford School. She will be greatly missed, but we 

are pleased to be able to inform you that following the formal interviews which took place last week, Mrs. 

Catherine Cooper has been appointed as her successor and will be joining us in September 2018. Mrs. Cooper is an 

experienced teacher who has a leadership role in her present school and we are confident that she will build on 

Mrs. Penn’s achievements and take our school forward to a bright and successful future. 

 

OFSTED 

The OFSTED report last February stated that Widford School was Good for Behaviour and Safeguarding but 

Required Improvement in other areas. Since then we have implemented a more robust assessment system and have 

worked with advisers from Herts for Learning to ensure that good progress is made by all of our pupils. We were 

expecting to have a follow up review within the following 3-4 months, but we have not yet done so. We will inform 

you as soon as we have any information regarding the progress we have made during the last year. The Governors 

would like to thank Mrs. Penn and all staff for their hard work, resilience and enthusiasm. They have risen to the 

challenge of Ofsted and continue to drive forward improvement. 

 

Changes to the Governing Body 

Last year we said goodbye to: 

 

David Austin – Chair of Governors 

Richard Bearman – Parent Governor 

Melissa Evans – Parent Governor 

 

And have been joined by: 

 

Paolo Maranzana – Parent Governor 

Jason Stimpson – Parent Governor 

Marika Vousden – co-opted Governor 

Fatma Abduraham co-opted Governor 

Kathryn Jessup – Associate Governor. 

       Children First 
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We now have a full complement of Governors, and as Governors we are determined that Widford School is a high 

achieving school that provides each of our children with the best possible educational experiences.  

. 

KS2 SATS 

As in previous years the School's SATS results in the summer were reviewed by Governors with the Head and the 

independent person retained by the School as its Hertfordshire Improvement Partner. The results of last Year 6's 

SATS and other year groups were also discussed as part of his 'Standards' review and overall the Governors are 

pleased that the results matched or exceeded what Staff had expected. The Age Related Expectations results for 

each subject were analysed and compared to the national average 

Reading 75%     Greater depth – 37.5%  

Writing 87.5% Greater depth - 37.5%  

Maths 75%       Greater depth - 25%  

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – 87.5%    Greater depth - 37.5% 

Working at the expected standard and above in Reading, Writing, Maths – 75% - this is above the national  

Working at greater depth in Reading, Writing and Maths 12.5% - this is above the national  

 

Lowering of school age 

Unfortunately Little Owlets Pre-School closed at the end of the Summer Term 2017. We would like to thank them 

for the contribution they have given to the school during their association with us. In response to this we applied 

to HCC to lower the age at which we could admit children into our Foundation Stage class. I am pleased to be able 

to inform you that as from the beginning of this term (Spring 2018) we are able to admit children into the school 

the beginning of the term following their third birthday –for further information, please see the Admissions Policy 

which is displayed on our website. 

 

The Governors do welcome feedback from parents at any time so please feel free to contact a Governor via the 

school office.  

 

On behalf of the Governing Board I should like once again to thank all staff at Widford School for their hard work 

and commitment.  I would also like to thank The Friends of Widford School (FOWS) for the time they devote 

voluntarily to help our school both financially and practically. Widford School has always been a special place and it 

is thanks to staff, parents and our children that it will continue to be so. 

 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

John Parrott 

Acting Chair of Governors, Widford School 


